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In ihe Rochester Democrat and Chronicle of October 
31 last there was an account of the fifth quarterly 
meeting of the Monroe County Classical Association. 
The main subject discussed was the question, What 
Steps can be taken to introduce Greek into the Smaller 
Schools of Monroe County? Dr. Alfred C. Thomp- 
son, Principal of the Brockport Normal School, made 
a vigorous attack on the "present day vocational 
propaganda that leaves out of account the training of 
the thinking powers". In support of his declaration 
that the idea that a boy's ultimate vocation can be 
accurately determined when a boy is twelve to fourteen 
years of age is wholly fallacious, he presented the 
results of a special investigation. 

About eighteen years ago, as superintendent of a 
school in Massachusetts, he inquired into the voca- 
tional preferences of 467 boys between the ages of 
12 and 14. After using the resulting material for the 
purpose he had then in mind, he laid it aside and for- 
got about it. When, some five years ago, the material 
came suddenly to light, Dr. Thompson realized that 
he had in it the basis of an unusually valuable investi- 
gation. 

He wrote to well-known citizens of the town in 
question and secured information regarding the actual 
vocations of 406 of the original 467 boys. Only five 
of the whole number had in fact entered the vocations 
for which, as boys of 12 to 14, they had expressed a 
preference. 

Yet, if the ideas of some of the present-day voca- 
tional faddists had then been followed, those early 
and changeable preferences would have determined 
finally the boys' ultimate profession, and their future 
education would have had as its center some fleeting 
ambition, which, as can now be seen, was of no perma- 
nent influence on the lives of these boys. 

Dr. Thompson further contended that, even if such 
a rigid determination of vocation in advance were 
possible, it is contrary to all the principles of democracy 
that any attempt should be made to divide our educa- 
tion into education for the masses and education for 
the classes. From several scores of manufacturers, 
from whom he sought to learn what qualities they most 
desired in their employees, he received, in varying 
forms, one answer — the ability to use their hands and 
the ability to think. 

In this real sense of the term, Greek is preeminently 
a vocational subject. The narrow interpretation 
of the term vocational as meaning manual dexterity 



alone, a definition implicit in the ideas of many who 
are urging vocational studies with such intolerable 
insistence, cannot be defended. The ideal of education 
which it represents cannot maintain itself in this 
country. 

It was announced at the meeting that hereafter the 
Normal Schools of New York State will not insist that 
students applying for admission to such schools must 
have three years of history, but will accept the last 
two years of a three year course in Greek in place of 
two of the three years of history. This ruling, re- 
enforced by the giving of credit again in the Regents' 
examinations for one year of Greek, may help the cause 
of Greek in the last year or two of the High School. 

The results of Dr. Thompson's special investigation 
reminded me of an investigation of matters relating 
to industrial training, to which reference was made in 
The Classical Weekly 7.217. In that investiga- 
tion Dr. Ayres, of the Division of Education of the 
Russell Sage Foundation, found that there has been 
little understanding of the extent to which "our national 
migratory instinct plays havoc with the conditions 
governing labor and education. Only one father in 
four was born in the city where he now lives, and only 
a few more than one-half of the boys were born where 
they now live". These facts "certainly upset the 
prevailing impression that schools should shape their 
courses with the predominant aim of preparing the 
children to enter local industries". 

In conclusion, reference may be made to a very 
valuable article, Latin as a Vocational Study in the 
Commercial Course, by Mr. Albert S. Perkins, of the 
High School, Dorchester, Massachusetts, which ap- 
peared in The Classical Journal 10.7-16, a reenforce- 
ment of his earlier paper on Latin as a "Practical" 
Subject, The Classical Journal, Volume 8. Both 
articles deserve careful study. C. K. 

A GRAMMATICAL EXCURSION* 

Many have been the attempts to cultivate that 
artificiosa memoria to which Cicero, the Auctor ad 
Herennium and Quintilian devote whole pages 1 . The 
father of the art, Simonides, is the hero of a gruesome 
after-dinner story of the Thessalian banquet, from 
which the poet was called to the door just in time to 



*This paper was read at the Eighth Annual Meeting of The 
Classical Association of the Atlantic States, at Barnard College, 
April 17, 1014. 

'Cicero, De Oratore 2.350 ff. ; Ad Herennium 3.28 ff.; Quintil- 



